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to give him the satisfaction he sought. This offer Fitz-
gerald affected to treat with contempt, swearing Scawen
was a poltroon and he never would thenceforward consider
him in the light of a gentleman, for he had certainly ad-
dressed the commanding officer on duty for the express
purpose of avoiding a meeting. In the mean time Colonel
Lake lost not a moment in representing the transaction to
the General commanding in London at the time, which
officer instantly ordered the arrest to be withdrawn. This
being communicated to Scawen, he wrote to inform Fitz-
gerald thereof, adding that he would meet him instantly,
or at any hour he chose to name. Fitzgerald refused even
to give an answer, repeating what he had before said of
Scawen's applying to an officer upon duty, and that he
could only have so done in order to be put under arrest and
avoid fighting. Scawen once more explained, pledging his
honour that when he addressed Colonel Lake, he did so as
a friend, and did not observe that he was sashed. Fitz-
gerald still refused to meet Scawen ; the latter therefore
upon being informed that Fitzgerald was in the St. James's
coffee room followed, and found him sitting with a large
party of military and other friends. Addressing him, he
said, "Mr. Fitzgerald, you have used very unbecoming
language respecting me, for which you must and shall give
me satisfaction." Fitzgerald answered he would not meet
him as he had already forfeited his honour in not keeping
his appointment, and he would have nothing further to
say or do with him. Mr. Scawen replied that such language
was quite consistent with his former conduct, nevertheless
he must and should give him satisfaction. Fitzgerald
persisting in refusing, Scawen said, <c I trust, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, that you will not drive me to the necessity of dis-
gracing both myself and you by a blow, which certainly will
be the case unless you act more becomingly." Fitzgerald
once more declared he never would meet him, whereupon
Scawen gave him a smart stroke upon his head with a
walking stick.
Fitzgerald on recovering from the effect ol the blow.